
 Eid and International Day of Missing Persons

Year  2011  has  turned into  a  doubly  sorrowful  symbol  for  the  families  of  Missing  persons  of 
Pakistan as International day of the victims of enforced disappearance and Eid fall on consecutive 
days. This year has an another significance because from today United Nations has also officially  
marked it as the International day of the victims of enforced disappearance.

For some of us it is the first Eid without one of our family member, for some it is fifth and for some  
of us it is tenth. But we are not talking about deceased family members whom one bury with their  
hands instead these are the missing loved ones subjected to enforced disappearance. Here one 
must  remember that  “Enforced Disappearance”  is  a legal  term of international  law coined by 
United Nation’s legal instruments. It  denotes a disappeared or missing person who has been 
kidnapped and detained illegally by state run institutions, placing them outside the protection of 
law; the very institutions which are created and constituted to prevent citizens from all atrocities 
including kidnapping. It is like being robbed by your own watchman.

There are  abundant  and over  whelming evidences,  affidavits  and eye witnesses  which  have 
already confirmed the presence of loved ones in the custody of local agencies, many of whom 
have been handed over to foreign agencies. The irony of the situation is that ex president Gen 
Perwaiz Musharraf and ex minister of interior Aftab Ahmed Khan Sherpao have authenticated, 
with  a  criminal  pride,  in  their  books  and  media  statements  that  they  have  been  enforce 
disappearing Pakistani citizens in exchange for American dollars. Even more distressing is the 
fact  that  the  crime  of  enforced  disappearance  has  accelerated  in  the  present  democratic 
government. We assert that if Gillani government denies this fact than it means that they have no 
control on agencies who are still in pursuit of American money. 

The perpetrators of this crime not only kidnap people but harass their families so much that most 
of them don’t dare to launch a complaint. More than 1200 families have contacted and registered 
their cases with Defence of Human Rights. Due to different hurdles and lack of enough funds 
Defence of Human Rights is representing only 322 cases in Supreme Court. Punjab stands at  
number one with 174 cases whereas KPK , Balochistan, Sindh, Azad Jammu Kashmir, Islamabad 
Capital Territory follow with 96, 19, 25, 7, 11 cases respectively.

In a Statement by the United Nations Working Group on Enforced or involuntary Disappearances 
to  mark  the  first  UN International  Day of  the  Victims of  Enforced Disappearances it  asserts, 
“Unfortunately, enforced disappearances continue to be used by some States as a tool to deal  
with situations of conflict or internal unrest. We have also witnessed the use of the so-called ‘short  
term disappearances,’ where victims are placed in secret detention or unknown locations, outside  
the protection of the law, before being released weeks or months later, sometimes after having  
been tortured and without having been brought in front of a judge or other civil authority. 

This very worrisome practice, whether it is used to counter terrorism, to fight organized crime or  
suppress legitimate civil strife demanding democracy, freedom of expression or religion, should  
be considered as an enforced disappearance and as such adequately investigated, prosecuted  
and punished.”

On this day Defence of Human Rights Pakistan wants to draw your attention to the thousands of  
Pakistani families which are aggrieved for years whose loved ones, brothers, fathers, husbands, 
sons, daughters and even children are abducted by local and foreign intelligence agencies.

Our contentions as the voice for the Missing Person’s families are that in all laws of the world  
keeping anybody “Missing” is Illegal. United Nations’ convention has declared it as “crime against 
humanity”.  According  to  the  same  convention,  families  of  the  missing  persons  have  been 
established as equal  victims of  Enforced Disappeared.  This reality  makes the total  victims of 
enforced disappearance in Pakistan ten times more than registered number. 

When a loved one is kept in secret confinement without any knowledge and contact to the 
family for years, it is the worst torture on Earth. 

Defence of Human Rights enjoys a unique status in the fight against Enforced Disappearance as  
this is an organization which has been created and is being run by the victim families of this  
heinous crime. We have been making efforts and struggling day and night for years to trace our 



loved ones. The sufferings and agonies involved in illegal abductions are enormous and must be 
dealt on priority. 

Defence of Human Rights is lucky in this regard that our cause is being supported by all factions  
of the society. But the one who is unmoved is the Government of Pakistan. The need of the hour  
is to intensify the pressure on the Government of Pakistan demanding immediate release of loved 
ones and to put an end to Enforced Disappearance forever and  to ratify “International Convention 
for  the  Protection  of  All  Persons from Enforced Disappearance” passed by  UN.  Eighty  eight 
countries with clean conscience have already signed it. We also demand to stop all sorts of brutal,  
inhumane treatments and tortures going on in jails and secret detentions.

We want to convey the desperation and grief of the families who are waiting every second for any 
information regarding their missing relatives and for their release. The gravity and alarming nature  
of the issue and the threat it poses to the advancing world because of the rapid growth in number 
of people Enforced disappeared, demands for immediate action.  

We plead to the parliamentarians of all political parties to raise this issue in Parliament and take 
measures to ratify United Nation’s “International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from  
Enforced Disappearance” and legislate proper laws to end this shameful practice from Pakistan. 
We also demand that Enforced Disappeared persons and their families should be rehabilitated,  
compensated and should be given all the medical and psychological treatment required, by the 
government.

It is apt on this occaison to thank the civil society, lawyer’s community, political parties, groups of  
civil  society,  students etc for sharing our grief  and taking part  in our struggle.  We also thank  
international  human  right’s  associations  like  Cageprisoners  of  UK,  Amnesty  International, 
Pakistan  USA freedom  forum,  International  action  centre,  Human  rights  watch  etc  for  the 
extraordinary support extended by them.
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